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SITEDETAILS
WalkershillCopse, Wilderness Copse and the main pari8ashscroft CopsandBlackbridge Copse
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needs to be considered as a whole

Guildfordheath Copse is not includedthe Provisional Inventory of Ancient Woodland but much of
it is shown as woodland on maps from the late eighteenth century onwards. It is therefore necessary
to consider whether it should be added to the Inventory.

All the woods discussed in this repare identified in Figure 1. Historicallimostthe entire area of

woodland discussenh this reportfell within the ecclesiastical parish of Arreton as shown on the

1:10,560 ¥ edition Ordnance Survey B63 (Figure 2Partof Wilderness Copse to ¢heast of the

Chillingwood Brook fell within Newchurch Paristoweverthis report deals with the whole area of

Wilderness Copse since nearly all of it falls within the Ancient WogdR Ly @Sy 2 NE Wai i SQ
below.

Historically ChillingwoodCopse and Little Chillingwood Cogisk within the ecclesiagtal parish of
Newchurch and are not discussed in this report.

LOCATION
All the woodsfall within National Gridsquares SZ5488, SZ5489, SZ 5588 and SZ 5589.

AREASCURRENTLY DEFINED ASEENNCWOODLAND
Threeareas are identifieéh Figure ZandK I @S 6 SSy 1 0Sftt SR Wl QX W. Q | YR
given on the MAgIC website.

Area A
This area comprises 29.85 hectareg\atient Replanted Woodlandt includes Walkershill Copse,
Wilderness Copsemost of Ramcroft Copssndmost of Blackbridge Copse

Area B
This area comprises 0.8 hectares of Ancient and B&hiral Woodland. It lies on the edge of
Blackbridge CopsetothesouthS aéi 2F 5SIRYIFYyQa . NB2{ ®

Area C
This area comprises 1.45 hectares of Ancient and -8kxniral Woodland. It lies at the southern end
of Ramcroft Copse.

STATUTORYESIGNATIONS
AONB

HABITAT

Most of the area containing Ramscroft Copse, Wilderness Copse, Blackbridge Copse and Walkershill
Case is classified as Deciduous Woodland BAP although parts of Blackbridge Copse, Walkershill
Copse and Guildfordheath Copse have been excluded (see MAgIC website).



LAND OWNERSHIP

Most of the woodland discussed in this report is Forestry CommissionHtvaever, the Forestry
Commission land excludes the eastern edge of Walkershill Copse, a small area on the edge of
Blackbridge Copse todheast of Chillingwood Brootye southern part of Wilderness Copard a
small area on the eastern edge of Wildern€sgpse. These areas can be identified onNtAgiC
website and also on th®rdnance Survey 152000 Explorer Map (OL29) wheleey are not marked
Fa W O0QSaa [l YyRQ

SITUATION IN LANDSCARD WOODLAND SHAPE

Historically Ramcroft Copse, Wilderness CopdagcBoridgeCopse, Walkershill Copse and

Guildfordheath Copskay close to the eastern boundary of Arreton Parish which in this area followed

GKS O2dzNES 2F /KAffAYy3Ig22R . NR21 P 5SIFRYFYyQa . NR?Z
Copse and througBlackbridge Copse before flowing into Chillingwood BigekFigures 1 and 2).

All the wooddiscussed in this repodre interconnectedind of irregular shape.

TENURIAHISTORY

The areanow containing Walkershill Copse and Guildfordhe@thpse apparentifjormed part of
Combley Grange in the medieval peri@bmbley Grange belonged to Quarr Abbey and was one of
the outlying farms associated with the abb&)e reconstructed map of Combley Grangé e
Charters of Quarr Abbdidockey 1991Map 2) suggests that the eastern boundary of the grange
excluded the area that later became Great Duxmore Farm as well ase¢haow containing
Blackbridge Caye, Ramscroft Copse aMdilderness CopsgseeFigure 4)However there is

evidence that GreaDuxmore Farm may have formed part of Combley Grange in the medieval
period. In about 1275 John de Merrield renounced to Quarr all rights in the dyke between the
grange of Quarr and his land of Prykely (Hockey 1991, Charter 121). Webste®g)9%s

suggested that the eastern part of Great Duxmore, which is actually in Newchurch Parish, was
formerly the site of Prickle Hedge. If this assumption is correct then the eastern boundary of
Combley Grange would have lain along the Arreton/Newchurch parish boy(ske Figure 2) and
would have included part of the later holding of Great Duxmore. In 1532 the abbot of @ased

to Robert HawkyslondliasAclond¥wo messuages in the parish of Arreton with the pasture called
Withyggen meadgHockey 1991, Chartdi06). This is clearly thproperty of WDNB | (i 5 dzEY 2 2 N |
recorded in the 1559 Royal SurvgyK S NB A (i  ATBomasiAtlahdhRldsbyitdéntul dated

1 May 1537 from Thomas Wriottesley, late lord of the manor, two messuages in the parish of
Arreton and the pasture called WyK & 3Sy YSRSa A yWehstrS19786) YHe madbrNA a K Q
of Combley had been granted to Thomas Wriothesley in 1537, having formerly been Combley
Grange until the dissolution of Quarr Abbey in 1536 (Hockey 1970, @d&3t Durore was thus

part of thepart of the Combley estate itb59but wasleasedas a separate farm frol@ombley

which was occupied by William Colnet in 1559.

After the dissolution of Quarr Abbey 1536the Combley estate was held by only three families until

the late twentieth century. Thomas Wriostheslewas granted Combley by the Crown in 1537 but

held itfor just over a yeauntil before sellinghe manor to John Mi{Hockey 1970, 24245). Sir

Thomas FlemingcquiredCombley Manor and Farmith other former possessions of Quarr Abbey

on 29 May 1609 (Page 1912, 123; 551).In 1613 Sir Thomas Flemingdied/ L2 aa seairz2y 27
manors of Combley, Heasley, Quarr, Newnham and Binstead @mé&ment in Duxmoor in the

parish of Arreto® ¢ 2 S 6 &35 MUchvoftesouthern part of the Fleming estate, depicted on

the 1771 estate map and later known as the Downend Estate, remained intact until theez@ury.

The estate was offered for sale at auction on 8 June 1956 but failed to reach the reserve price. The

sale prospectus stated that certain portions of the estatewler8 & 2 dzi Ay Of dzZRAYy 3 WFA QD
G2 oty | ONB&AZ Fo02dzi opn | ONB&a 2F g22Rfl YR IyR (F
Fleming Historical Trust 208)f Most of the woodland discussed in this report was almost certainly


http://www.willisfleming.org.uk/estates/wiki/index.php?title=Sir_Thomas_Fleming&action=edit
http://www.willisfleming.org.uk/estates/wiki/index.php?title=Sir_Thomas_Fleming&action=edit

amongst thatet out to the Forestry Commission in 1956 but it is not known when the Commission
first took on the management of thigoodland.

LAND USE HISTORY

There is no clear evidence for the existence of the individual wooBswaiscroft Copse, Wilderness
Copse, Exckbridge Copse, Walkershill Copse and Guildfordheefitre 1771 when they were

accurately deqited for the first time on thd-leming Estate Maf~igureb). The first reference to

woodland in the Combley area occurs in 1537 whesurvey of Combleyasmadeon behalf of the

crown after the dissolution of Quarr AbbeThe survea (i I § SR G KIF G GKS WFINY 27F
comprised 471 acres of arable and pasture, 10 acres of meadow and 50 acres of w@ddiéster
197595).This acreage does not seem to havdudedthe tenements at Guildford and Blackbridge

and other propertieseparatehisted in the survg butmayhaveincluded Great Duxmore Farm

The 50 acres of woodland specifically mentioned in the survey is a surprisinghasmafitwhen
compared withthe acreageof the wooddlistedin the Fleming estate survey of 1771 (IWCRO/AC
2013/099) This surveyecorded166 acres at Combley Great Woaod (in three parcels), 32 acres at
Hoglease Copse (probably an underestimat8)acres at Ramcroft Copse and Bhaitige Copse, 16

acres at Walkershill Copse, 7 acres in Wilderness Copse and 11 acres in different parts of
Guildfordheath CopséAssuming that Combley Manor includdetarea where the woods listed

the 1771 suwvey were located, there argariousexplarations which may account fohé discrepancy
between theacreage of woodland recorded in 1537 and that recorded in 1771k possiblghat

the Crown reserved some of the woodland within Combley Manor for its owaftisethe

dissolution of Quarr Abbegnd thus did not include it in the surve®n the 1771 map of the Fleming
estate(Figure 5the woods were listed separately from the various farms on the estate because

they were retained in hand for the use of the landowner. A similar arrangement magydasted in

1537 with not all the woodland being accounted for because some of it was retained in hand for the
use of the Crown. Howevaen describingNriosthesle@ & & Comi8ey ® Fohn Milh 1538

Hockey {970, 244245) statesspecificalljthat he & 2 falRhe KHanor, with the various tithes and the

g 2 2 Rfdh@ @rown did retain some woodlam the Combley estate after the gratat

Wriosthesleythis must have been acquired by the Mill family or the Fleming family at a later date
since it fellwithin the Fleming estate in 177Another possible explanation ftie relatively small

area of woodland recorded in 1537@aysimplybe that the amount of wodland was

underestimated Alternatively, therecouldactuallyhave been much less woodland in tharly

sixteenth century than in the late seventeenth centurieTRoyal Survey of the Isle of Wight (1559)
refersi 2he fiime or grange of Combley of the lands of George Mille, gent., in occupation of
William Colnet, gent., holden of the Quene in capipon which by sundrey coppices newly with

certain trees imparketed to the value ofa8res by estimatio 6 2 S 6 3-10$HNThus,deme

new coppice waslearly being created in the sixteentlentury and perhaps at a later datEhe

Flemings mahave hadyood reason to extend the woodland at Combley siwvoedland was

considered to be a valuable resource by Isle of Wight landowners. Jones (2003, 80) has pointed out
GKFG Ay wmMcon (GKS ¢g22RfFYyRa 6AGKAY {6l ApRiz2y al
LI NI 2F GKS SadlrdisSQe 'd I €FGSNI RIFGSHingtkeS h 3t |
timber in Whitefield Wbod to the Royal Navy at Portsmouth. Nonetheless 3b@cres of woodland
recorded within Combley Manor in 1537 may well beuaderestimate of what actually existed,
particularly adandscape evidece in the Combley area hintsat ancient origin for much of the
presentdaywoodland. Indeed, the shpes of the woods in thigrea suggest that they were

assartedin the medievaperiod i.e. eaten into by the creation of fields withfiormerly wooded

areas. ApossbBE| YL S 2F (KA& LINROS&& wlay QBINRPTAAR SR/ RO W DNk

Y
Y

! Even if the area now containiRamcroft Copse, iérness Copse, Blackbridge Copse, Walkershill Copse,
Guildfordheath Copseas not included in the 1537 survehe area of Combley Great Wood alone might be
expected to account for at least 150 acres of woodland.

3



wlk YONRB TG Q 0 Y lahd|3&Rthd 1271 Elméng Bstate llap) which giveithpression of
having been assarted froRamcroft Copse

Placename evidence does not provide strong support for the antiquity of the woodlands discussed

above! fSIFasS 2F /2Y06fSe@ DNIy3IS RIGAYT TNRYI L] SRp
MppmZ / KFENISNI MmHoO YR 2yS 2F GKSasS 7TASwicha LINBOI
liesto the south ofWalkershill Copse andigmed on the 1771 Fleming estate mapd Figure 6).

Walkers Hill Copse itself is shown but natred on the 1771 map. It may possibly have originated

as the second of the two fields recorded in 1534/5, becoming wooded at a later date. Ramcroft

/ 21LJAS YR 2AfRSNySaa /2L1aS INB FANRG ylFrYSR 2y (K
used in themedieval period for an enclosed meadow or piece of arable land, usually adjacent to a

house (Richardson 1986, 12). Chillingwood Farm lies close to the area of Ramcroft Copse but is in
Newchurch Parish whilst Great Duxmore Farm lies about 500 metres gothik of Ramcroft Copse

and was first recorded in the sixteenth centuHowever, the name of Ramcroft Copse does not

necessarily mean that it comprises secondary woodland within a medieval field since the woodland

itself could have been named from an adgant croft.Blackbridge Copse is not recorded by name on

the 1771 map but is shown as part of Ramcroft Copse. Likewise, Guildfordheath Copse is not

recorded bythat name on the 1771 map although two areas of woodland corresponding to parts of

the present opse are shown. It was not untile 1* edition 1:2500 and 1:10560 Ordnance Survey

maps of 1863Figure 2) thathe copses of Blackbridge, i®liordheath and Walkershill werghown

dzy RSNJ G KSANI LINSaSyid ylFyYSad ¢KS gouldpSssidype WDdzA £ RF 2 N
secondary woodland established on fornezathland although it could equally have been named

after adjacent heathland. S mTTtTM™M Cf SYAy3a 9aidl (S al Ll aK2ga | TA
occupying land that is now within the copaad anotherF A St R OF £ f SR W[ 26SNJ | SI Gf
of Guildford Lanésee Figure b

None of the placenames described above were recorded in the medieval periodrdlagvely late
date of these names and theames themselves may hint that the woodland discussed in this report
is not of ancient origin

MAP EVIDENCE

W/ 2Yo0fSe 222RQ Aa &R2BWAN2 YIKWDHDKY lay RANBdreqiklS Laft S
mile scale (1769) and seems to include thewopdd ¢ O f f SR W/ 2Yof S& DNBFG 2
/| 2LJASQY WDdAf RF2NRKSIGK /2L1AaSQY W21 f1{SNBRKAfE /2L
However, these woods are not depicted accuratelycontrast all the woods mentioned above are

depicted with reasnable accuracgn theGeneral Plan and Survey of Several Farms dallddford,

Cumbley, Duxmoor and Heasley, in the Isle of Wight and County of Hants, Belonging to John
Flemmingesgprepared by George Salmonii71 (Figure 50n this later mapthe woods can be

recognised as thosihat exist in the same locations today.

The printed legendround the outside of the 177BEleming Estate Malists the woods associated
with the farms of Guildford, Cumbley, Duxmoor and Heasley and identifies these wyptettelns of
the alphabet? The details foRamcroft Copse, Wilderness Copse, Bledigle Copse, Walkershill
Copse anduildfordheath Copsare shown below

% The extract from the 1771 Survey Plan reproduced as Figure 5 does not include the legend around the
outside of the plan.



1771 Map: | 1771 Map: Name| Area listed Name& Location Notes

Alphabetic on 1771 on modern OS map
CodgNumber Map
A Wh 2 NI K 2[16a1r37p |W2 I £ 1 SN& KA | PlotNo. 28 isa

clearing named
W2 | £ T SNAE |
surrounded by

woodland
D W2 Sa0 27F 4a0r33p | WDdzA f RT 2 NR| West side abuts
/| 21LJaSQ clearing labelled Plot
(east part) 26:W! LILIS NI | 4
U Harts Rew 7a 0r08p |WBdzA £ R¥T 2 NRR K| West side abuts
(west part) clearing labelled Plot
HcY W! LIISN
E Wwl YONR F|43a3r29 | Wwl YONER and
/ 2 LILIA OS Q W, £ O106NRR
F Wilderness 7a 2r08p |W2 Af RSNy Sa
29& 31 Spinneynorth & | 5a 3r 04p | South part of These spinneys are
west of Lower Blackbridge Copse listed among the lands
Ramcroft of Duxmoor Farm

Thus, all the woods shown and named on the modern Ordnance surveyHigape 1pare also

shown on thel771 map(Figure 5plthough the actubboundariesare not identicalon the two

maps.It shouldbe noted that although Guildfordheath Copse is not included in the Provisional

Inventory of AncienWoodland (Figure 3) it shown on the 1771 map as two discrete pieces of

g22RE YR o60ftl 0StfSR W5Q YR W Q0 &SLWoNdaldSR o6& |
field names are shown on a modern transcription of the 1ifiébp (Figure 6)Thepiece of woodland

labelledW! Q ¢l & yIFYSR & Wl | TNErameiSas@recdrganif®shermt T M Y I LI
William Taylotook a new lease for seven years@bmbley Farm (368a. 1r. 39p.), with the coppice

grounds called Combley Mead Row and Harts Raw John Flemindzsq (IWCROFLM/61) It

would appear from the 1771 map that the southern boundary of Blackbridge daps$ethe north

2T 5SIRYIyYyQa spihiy2rharkéddBiot 29 Kdd beert planted to the south diis

boundaryl £ 2y 3 GKS y2 NI KNBRRSD 21Ty M RINING WA WwyOS e A a aK?
Lower Ramcroftgee Figures 5 and 6).

The Ordnance Survey drawing of 1#88oes not identify the woods &amcroft Copse, Wilderness

Copse, Blackitige Copse, Walkershill Copse dbuildfordheath Cpseby name but labels all the

g22Ra Ay GKS 3ISy3SaP RragrdBThesthapes ahd OndafieS &f the woods

shown on the 1793 drawing are similar to those shown on the 1771 Fleming estatebatghere

are subtle differencesThe bounary between Wilderness Copse and Great Ramcift Ree

Figure 6) has a somewhdifferent profile, suggeshga slight expansion of the woodland in this

area Therealsoappears to have been a slight expansion of the woodland in the rearsih corner of
.fFO1ONARIS / 2LJAS 6KSNB 5SIRYFyQa . NR21 FYyR [ KAf
Wt f 20 HPQ 2appedrkiShave become Niérdel with Blackbridge Cdpeeever,in

generalthe 17934 drawing shows little change from the 1771 m@pe claring2 ¥ W2 I £t { SN& | A€
between Ramcroft Cospe and Walkershill Copse is shown much as it was depicted on the 1771 map,

as isthe clearing ot ! LJLJS Nvhick deparatd the two parts of Guildfordheath Cospe. The

clearingof2 I £ { SNAE | A f fir@icating that iIKwaRkpaRurdHitNilstiSeyeastern part of

Guildfordheath Copsehe density of tree cover shown on the 1783irawing appears to be less



than in the other wooded areas, possibly suggesting that this particular area of woodlantaray
been grazed open woodlantiat haddeveloped from heath.

Both the 1771 Fleming Estate map and the 493rdnance Survey drawing shawibbon of

woodlandextending from the southern end of Guildfordheath Copse as far as Combley Farm on the
south-east sideof alane ortrackk ¢ KA & NAROo2Yy 2F g22RfIFYyR Aa €1 0Sf
FYR yYIYSR | a (seetFig@es p ang. BHowedeghy the time of the Whitcher Plan of

Combley Farm, dated 1817, this woodland ribbon had becgrassland (seEigure8).

The # edition Ordnance Survey maps at 1:2500 scale and 1:10560 scale produ@&s8irame

Ywlk YONRF(O /2L1aSQr W.fFO10oNARIS /2L1ASQ> W2 At RSNYS
| 2 L¥seékRlgure?). Byl863someareas ofwoodland had been removeid and around Ramcroft

Copse no doubt in the interest of greater farming efficien@ne such area waspaojectingpart of

Ramcroft Copse extenatj southward from the soutlvestcorner of the copséhat had beershown

on the 1772 and 17924 mapsbut wasabsent from thel863map. Also absent from the 1863 map

wasa small piece of woodlanshown on the 1771 and 1798maps betweerhe fields of#[ 2 4 S NJ

wl YONRBIFH @ ( GKNBBT e YIOYy R ¢ KA OK oh Bigud 6TMA, riBdnslofa  W{ LAy y S &
woodland had been marked on theaps of 1771 and 1798to the west and south of Ramcroft

CopsegFigures 56 and 7). The first of theseibbons of woodland I & 2y (KS 6SadG aAiARS

Ramcroft (Plot 35 onthe 1771 mag)K S A4S O29R fWINA $fof2 §R aW VD NEoFtRI  ywil WS R
wSgQ 2y GKS mMTTM YILEZ LINRGNHZRSR TFiNEsduthsideSof 6 Sa il  a A
WIAGGES wkYONRTOUQ YR WDNEBI i wBohGesRWoddandot f 2 Ga o p

WNR 60 2y & Omoield By 18638 $hé 17MBand 1788naps hadisoshown a strip of

g22RE YR 2y GKS SlFaid aARS 2F W21 f1SNR I AftQ FTASTE
Copse but this strip of woodland had been removed by 1863. However, there had also béetina ga

GKS FY2dzyd 2F 622RfFYyR 6A0GKAY DdzAf RF2NRKSIF GK / 2L
thelrtTm YILI KIR 0SOFE¥S8RsZ2REIRASODdR aK2gy TFT2N GKS
YL 6AGKAY Whe 5plniSWshows onihk Or@lamat the southern edge of Blackbridge

Copse (Plot 29) appears to have merged with the main part of Blackbridge G@tse looks as if

GKS OKIyySt FT2tfft26SR 6& 5SIRYIFyQa . N2 |f2y3 (K
altered between 1771 ath1863.

A network ofsinuouspaths is shown on the 1863 Ordnance Sur&p00 and 1:1056Mapswithin

the various copseee Figure 2)The mairpath within Ramcroft Copse survived after this wood

passed into Forestry Commission ownershithintwentieth century ands shown on the 1:2500
Ordnance Survey map of c.19Howeverpther paths within Ramcroft Copse that were shown on

the Crdnance Survey maps ©863 had disappeared by ¢.19@0Ad had been replaced by three

straight parallel pathsunning in a northwesterly direction from the original path to the western

edge of the copse. The @rance Survey map of ¢.198Bows an expansion of wdtandbeyond the
eastern boundarpf Wilderness Copse arhmcroft Cpse as marked on the 1:2500 Oralnce

Survey of 1910A boundary between the northern and southern parts of Wilderréspsds not

shown on the 1:2500 Ordnance Survey of 1863 but appears on the 1:2500 Ordnance Survey of 1898.
It is alsamarked on the Ordnance Survey of ¢.1970 anthe modern digital OS map (Figure 1).

During the twentieth century the remainstife W! LILISNJ | S 0 KQ Of SI NA¥ea oA GKA
gradually disappeared and the modern digital OS map shows only a gandiEsurearound

Guildford Cottage with all the stounding area being wooded (see FigureThe modern OS map
alsoshowsa straightening of the track between Guildfordheath Copse and Walkershill Copse and

the confinement of this track between defined boundaries.

*h. WeKS [FYyS wSseQ Aa AYyO2NNBOGte (NI yaONROSR | & WeKS
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HER DATFigure 1)
No archaeological t&s, monuments or finds are recorded witHRamcroft Copse, Wilderness Copse,
Blackbridge Copse, Walkershill Copse, Guildfordheath Copse



RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REVISION OF ANCIENT WOODLAND INVENTORY
based onan analysis of documstary and cartographi@vidence (see Figure 9)

The documentary, placeame, landscape and cartographic evidence discussed above has
demonstrated that there must be some doubt about whether all or most of the present woodland in
the Combley area existed by 1600. However, thdiestrclear evidence is provided by the Fleming
estate map of 1771 and this has been used as the basis for making recommendations for the revision
of the Ancient Woodland Inventorffhe recommended areas have been determined by tracing the
outlines of thewoods shown on the 1771 map onto a modern map base then removing areas of
woodland shown on the 1771 map but subsequently lost. This tracedwsincorporated into a

digital map produced by the Isle of Wight Courf€ijgre 9. Possiblénaccuracie$n the 1771 map

and changes to boundaries in the modern landscape mean that total accuracy cannot be achieved
but discrepancies between the actual areas of woodl#rat existed in 1771 and the areas mapped

in Figure 9 wilbe very minor. Where the 1771 mpavas difficult to interpret, the Ordnance Survey
drawing of 1793 has also been used determine historic woodland boundarig¢see Figure 7).

Ramcroft Copse, Blacklands Copse and Wilderness Copse

Ramcroft Copse and Wilderness Copse are named on tHeRléming estatenap (Figures 5 and 6).
Blackbridge Copse is shown as part of Ramcroft Copse on the 1771 map but is named®on the 1
edition 1:2500 and 1:10560 maps of 1868 are Ramcroft Copse and Wilderness CopseHigeiee

2). However, nearly the whe area of the three copses wasapped as a single site of Ancient
Replanted Woodland in the Prowsial Ancient Woodland Inventory whilsto small areas on the
edges of this sitewereidentified as Ancient and SefNatural WoodlandgeeFigure 3. Nearly the
whole area oRamcroft Copse, Blacklands Copse and Wilderness Gapdeen treated as a single
site of Replanted Ancient Woodlaimi Figure 9 although small area of Ancient and Sehlmtural
Woodland has also been identified.

By plotting theoutline ofthe 1771 map onto a modern map base it is apparent that the modern area

of woodland is slightly lagg than that existing in 1771. This is particularly noticeable along the

southern edge of Ramcroft Copse and the western edge of Wildernese @bpse woodland has

SYONRI OKSR Ayid2 GKS TASt R cofripareFiyuré D, 8.5 laridl 9)we Y ONER F (i €
north-east corner of Blacklands Copse the 1771 woodland area did not extent quite as far as the

2dzy OliA2y 0SG6SSy SifngwadBiodkand thisi @flected FigRire 9. K

However, the most significant proposed change to the Provisional Ancient Woodland Inventory is

the suggestedexclusion ofr small strip of woodland along the southern edge of Blackbridge Copse

(labelledr & W! NXgylre 3)wkich is jicluded at presentas an aa& W! y OA SNafurall Yy R { SY
Woodlandb ¢ KAa A0GNALI 2F ¢g22RfIFYR Aada YINJSR a wtfz2i
and has a different appearance from the main area of Blacgbridiopse, suggesting that it was a

recently planted strip of ground: KS adzZ33SadAz2y GKIFIG WINBF . Q Aa NB
Woodland Inventory is based purely on an interpretation of the 1771 map evidence. The existence

of a good suite of ancientvoodland indicator plants within this areanay be a reason to leave it

within the revised Ancient Woodland Inventory area

Walkershill Copseand Guildfordheath Copse

The area of Walkershill Copse recommended for inclusion in the Revised Ancient Woodland
Inventory follows the eastern side of the track shown on the 1771 (Ragqure 5). This appears to be
represented by a solid boundary on the 17@®rdnance Survey drawing (Figurevhjch is
replicated on the 1863 Ordnance Survagp (Figure 2) and maked as the line of a draion Figure
1. Theboundaryliesa short distance to the soutbast of the modern bridlewayAspace betveen

the bridleway and tk historic woodland boundary appears to have become wooded after &id1



this area has beeimcluded in the Provisional Ancient Woodland Inventory but is now recommended
for exclusion.

Guildordheath Copse is not included in the Provisional Inventory of Ancient Woodlan&itgee
3). It has been suggested in the section on land use hitatyGuildfordheath Copse may have
been secondary woodland established on former heathland as its name intptiever, sincahe
age of Guildfordheath Copse cannot be clearly established érnsl shown on the 1771 maghis
siteis recommendedor inclusionin the Revised Ancient Woodland Inventory.

The 177Imap (Figure 5)shows FASE R yIF YSR W! LIISNI | SFGKQ o6t €
the presemtRI @ | NBF 2F GKS O02LJAS o6dzi GKAa FASER a
ontheY I LJ®@ ! NBF W' Q Aa yIYSR Fa Wl I NIaThesSta®QQ Ay
blocks of woodland have been delineateedrigure 9 buthe area of presentiay woodland shown

as a clearing on the 1771 map and on the }493rdnance Survey drawings$been excluded. The
private track running between Walkershill Copse and Guildfordheath Copsdshdeen excluded
from the area mappedh Figure 9 sincthis track is shown on the 1771 map and appears to have
separded the two pieces of woodland althotighis distinction is not clear on the 17930rdnance
Surveydrawing (Figure 7)t canbe further observed that the 1798 Ordnance Survey drawing
makes a distinction between the vegetation in the western and eastern sections of Guildfordheath
Copse on her side of the clearing named as Upper Heath on the Iidf (see Figure 6Jhe
vegetation in the western section of the Copse is similar to that shown for surrounding woodland
but a sparser scattering of trees is indicated in the eastern sectionifghpssiggestive of grazed

open woodland rather than heavily managed coppice.
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Figure 1:Map of HER Data supplied by Isle of Wight Council Archaeology and Historic Environment Service
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Figure 2. 1:10,560 Ordnance Survey: surveyed 1888raved 1865 & published 1866
Scanned from a copy in the possession of Vicky Bagiotdd scale)
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Figure 4: Reconstruction of the Lands of Combtaange (Hockey 1991, Map 2)

15



